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in these publications materially affected the secular
literature of the period; they were largely used in
Jesuit histories of New France, but by others were
practically ignored. General literary interest in the
Relations was only created about a half century ago,
when Dr. E. B. O’Callaghan, editor of the Docu-
mentary History of New York, called attention to their
great value as storehouses of contemporary informa-
tion. Dr. John G. Shea, author of History of the
Catholic Missions among the Indian Tribes of the United
States, and Father Felix Martin, S. J., of Montreal,
soon came forward, with fresh studies of the Rela-
tions. Collectors at once commenced searching for
Cramoisys, which were found to be exceedingly
scarce,— most of the originals having been literally
worn out in the hands of their devout seventeenth-
century readers; finally, the greatest collector of
them all, James Lenox, of New York, outstripped
his competitors and laid the foundation, in the Lenox
Library, of what is to-day probably the only complete
collection in America. In 1858, the Canadian gov-
ernment reprinted the Cramoisys, with a few addi-
tions, in three stout octavo volumes, carefully edited
by Abbés Laverdiere, Plante, and Ferland. These,
too, are now rare, copies seldom being offered for sale.

The Quebec reprint was followed by two admirable
series brought out by Shea and O’Callaghan respect-
ively. Shea’s Cramoisy Series (1857-1866 ), numbers
twenty-five little volumes, the edition of each of
which was limited to a hundred copies, now diffi-
cult to obtain; it contains for the most part entirely
new matter, chiefly Relations prepared for publication
by the superiors, after 1672, and miscellaneously
printed; among the volumes, however, are a few



